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CCRI’s baseball team celebrated its most successful season with its first-ever 
trip to the NJCAA Division III College World Series. The Knights won 27 games 
under third-year coach Kevin Rix. See Page 13 for more information on CCRI’s 
baseball program.
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MISSION OF THE CCRI  
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
The Community College of Rhode 
Island Department of Athletics, Physical 
Education and Recreation, an integral 
part of the curriculum, is dedicated to 
each physical education student and 
student-athlete. CCRI provides a high 
quality, nationally acclaimed and accredit-
ed program that promotes academic and 
athletic excellence. The college excels in 
sportsmanship, team play and competitive 
spirit while providing a strong academic 
foundation and support program.

CCRI ATHLETIC FACILITIES
Knight Campus
400 East Ave., Warwick

The CCRI Knight 
Campus is home to 
the Vincent A. Cullen 
Field House with four 
basketball courts, four 
tennis courts, three 
volleyball courts and a 
fully-equipped weight 
room. The men’s and 
women’s basketball 
teams play their home 
games on the center 
wood court. Athletic De-
partment administration, 
coaches and staff have offices at this location.

The CCRI baseball team plays its home games 
at Harold “Whitey” Fell Field, named in honor of 
the college’s former head baseball coach.

The Knight Campus has two additional out-
door fields for team practice and recreational use.

Flanagan Campus 
1762 Louisquisset Pike, Lincoln

The CCRI Flanagan 
Campus has a field 
house with four 
basketball courts, four 
tennis courts, four 
volleyball courts, a six-
lane swimming pool, an 
indoor track, a modern 
dance studio and a 
fully-equipped weight 
room. The women’s 
volleyball team plays its 
home matches in the 
Flanagan Campus Field House. Athletic Depart-
ment administration, coaches and staff have offices 
at this location.

The Flanagan Campus has several outdoor 
fields for team practice and competition as well as 
recreational use. The cross country team and the 
men’s and women’s soccer teams host their home 
meets and matches at this site.

Additional sites
Some CCRI teams play their home games at near-
by off-campus locations. The softball team plays 
its home games at Winslow Park Field in War-
wick and the golf team competes and practices at 
Cranston Country Club. The coed tennis team 
and the indoor and outdoor track teams travel to 
their opponent’s site or a neutral site for matches.

For hours of operation of campus athletic 
facilities and more information, go to 
www.ccri.edu/athl/facilities.html.

ABOUT CCRI

The Community College of Rhode Island 
opened its doors in 1964 with 325 students 
in a temporary space on Promenade Street 
in Providence as Rhode Island Junior College. 
Today, with four campuses throughout the 
state, CCRI enrolls an average of more than 
14,000 credit students each semester, making it 
the largest comprehensive community college 
in New England. Forty percent of its students 
identify themselves as part of a minority group, 
many of whom are the first in their families to 
attend college. 

Accredited by the New England Association 
of Schools and Colleges, CCRI offers more than 100 degree and certificate pro-
grams in the arts, business, computer studies, engineering, health sciences, human 
services, liberal arts and science departments taught by faculty who are experts in 
their field. Each year, Rhode Islanders fill more than 40,000 seats in our profes-
sional development, skill enhancement, job retraining and noncredit personal 
enrichment courses offered by CCRI’s Center for Workforce and Community 
Education. 

CCRI students are active participants in campus life and in the community. 
The college offers a varsity athletic program with sports and a diverse selection of 
student clubs and organizations, including student government. Annually, students, 
faculty and staff volunteer for a variety of Rhode Island nonprofit organizations, 
making life better for those less fortunate. 

Since its inception, CCRI has graduated more than 68,000 students, with 95 
percent of them living and working in Rhode Island. The college is the No. 1 
provider of nurses and other health care workers in the state. Annually, more 
than 1,000 CCRI students transfer to Rhode Island College and the University of 
Rhode Island to continue their education. 

CCRI’s tuition is the most affordable in Rhode Island. A full-time student pays 
about half, or less, of tuition and fees charged at any other college in the state. 
According to a recent survey given to exiting students, when graduates were 
asked, “Would you recommend CCRI to a friend or family member?” nearly 99 
percent said yes. By preparing students for continued education or to enter the 
state’s work force, the Community College of Rhode Island provides its students 
with the opportunity to change their lives and achieve their dreams. 

AT A GLANCE
Year founded: 1964
Locations: Warwick, Lincoln, 
Providence, Newport and  
Westerly
Enrollment: 14,758
Nickname: Knights
Color: Green
Affiliations: National Junior  
College Athletic Association  
(NJCAA) Region XXI
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ACADEMICS

Kat Raposo  
transferred to 
Division-III Albertus 
Magnus in New Haven, 
CT, where she will 
play soccer, basketball 
and lacrosse.

CCRI’S STUDENT-ATHLETE ACADEMIC 
SUPPORT PROGRAM (SAASP)
The Student-Athlete Academic Support Program at the Community College of 
Rhode Island provides a support system for academic success in college. This  
mandatory program prepares student-athletes for transfer to four-year institu-
tions where they can continue their education and athletic careers. 

During the first semester of their freshman year, student-athletes are required  
to complete academic placement tests in reading, writing and mathematics and  
enroll in a one-credit CCRI student success course. The program requires 
student-athletes to attend two, one-hour study sessions each week during the 
semester, including the off-season, at the college’s academic success centers.  
The Department of Athletics compliance officer schedules session times for each 
student-athlete and monitors their progress every five weeks during the semester. 
The program also provides daily academic advising, counseling and tutorials as well 
as transfer counseling. 

Prospective student-athletes are encouraged to visit staff, coaches and advisors  
at CCRI’s Warwick and Lincoln campuses to learn more about the program and 
the college’s varsity teams. Call the Department of Athletics at 401-825-2114 for 
an appointment. 

STUDENT-ATHLETES ACHIEVE  
ACADEMIC SUCCESS IN 2018–19

Eight CCRI student-athletes and one alumnus (pictured below) were honored for 
their academic achievements in the 2018-19 academic year at the 2019 Schol-
ar-Athlete Awards Reception hosted by Speaker Nicholas A. Mattiello and the 
Rhode Island House of Representatives at the Rhode Island State House in May. 

These awards are given annually to exceptional student-athletes who are lead-
ers on and off the field and have demonstrated success in academics and athletics. 
Among the honorees were softball and soccer standout Samantha Muller, who 
also earned CCRI’s Distinguished Female Athlete Award, and basketball star David 
Cabeceiras, who earned the college’s Charlie Wilkes Scholarship Award. 

A number of student-athletes will be transferring to four-year institutions like 
Rhode Island College, University of Rhode Island, Tusculum University, Bryant Uni-
versity, St. Anselm College, Virginia State University, Elms College, Albertus Magnus 
College, Southern Connecticut State University and Keene State University.

Sam Muller   
transferred to 
Division-II Southern 
Connecticut State 
University in New 
Haven, CT, to play 
softball.

Zack Odsen   
received an athlet-
ic scholarship to 
Tusculum University 
Greeneville, TN, to 
play baseball.

Maddie McDonald  
transferred to Divi-
sion-III Rhode Island 
College in Providence, 
RI, to play softball.

Nick D’Ambra  
received an athlet-
ic scholarship to 
Division-II St. Anselm 
College in Manchester, 
NH, to play baseball.    

JC Santos   
received an athletic 
scholarship to Virginia 
State University in 
Petersburg, VA, to play 
basketball.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Front Row (L-R):  Dante Turano, Samantha Muller, President Meghan Hughes, Jacob Frost, 
Justin Brown. Back Row (L-R): Kyle Murphy, Dave Cabeceiras, Joseph Barter, Nicholas 
D’Ambra and Distinguished Alumnus Marvin Owens. 
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ATHLETICS AT CCRI
AN OVERVIEW OF CCRI ATHLETICS  
PAST AND PRESENT

Vin Cullen
Athletic Director
Men’s basketball coach
1965–2002

Harold “Whitey” Fell
Baseball coach
1965–1982

Ken McDonald ’90
Played at Providence; 
current assistant 
coach at Tulsa

Rheal Cormier ’88
Pitched in the major 
leagues for 16 seasons

Jasmine Jennings ’06
Competed for URI in 
track and field

Marvin Owens ’06
Played for Rollie Mas-
simino at Northwood

The Community College of Rhode Island is home to one of the Ocean State’s 
finest and most successful intercollegiate athletic programs. Since its inception 
in 1965, the CCRI program has long been considered a front-runner in New 
England community college and junior college athletic circles.

The basketball, baseball, tennis, volleyball, cross country, golf and soccer 
teams have all been nationally ranked. The 2002 women’s soccer team captured 
the school’s first national championship, while a number of other squads, includ-
ing men’s basketball and women’s soccer, were national runners-up. With nearly  
5,500 victories, 222 All-Americans, 127 Region XXI championships and 828 All- 
Region selections, CCRI leads the way among all New England community 
colleges.

Great coaching has been the key to CCRI’s success. From the athletic 
department’s humble beginnings in 1965, the school has always featured legend-
ary coaches. From Hall of Fame athletic director and men’s basketball coach Vin 
Cullen to baseball coaches Ken Hopkins, Whitey Fell and Art Pontarelli, tennis 
coach Ray Carr and volleyball coach Gail Davis, the tradition of great coaches 
and top-flight teaching has extended through the years and continues through 
the present day.

The college holds membership in the National Junior College Athletic Asso-
ciation and is an associate member of the National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion.

CCRI fields intercollegiate men’s teams in baseball, basketball, soccer, cross 
country, indoor and outdoor track and golf and intercollegiate women’s teams 
in volleyball, basketball, cross country, indoor and outdoor track, soccer and-
softball. In addition to our intercollegiate sports CCRI offers four sports at the 
club level: men’s volleyball, swimming, women’s beach volleyball and eSports.

The Community College of Rhode Island has proven to be a steppingstone 
for many student athletes who have moved on to complete their academic and 
athletic careers at four-year colleges and universities throughout the nation.

2018–19 ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICANS

Second Team 3.80 – 3.99 GPA: 

–  Dylan Durante 
Johnston, RI

–  Grace Lapierre

   Burrillville, RI

–  Nicholas D’Ambra

   Coventry, RI

Third Team 3.60 – 3.79 GPA:

–  Adreishka Luciano 
Providence, RI

–  Alex Martinez 
Cranston, RI

–  Caysie Gautreau 
Burrillville, RI

–  Christopher Casalino 
Bristol, RI
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MEN’S SOCCER
Head Coach Gabe Toro 
401-333-7363 • gtoro@ccri.edu

The CCRI men’s soccer team is an NJCAA Division I program and competes in Region XXI, one of the 
most competitive regions in the country. Since the program started in 1973, men’s soccer has won three 
NJCAA Region XXI championships and amassed an overall record of 424-285-52. The goal in 2019 is to 
maintain consistency for the entire season. Last year, the Knights split their first four games, but struggled 
in October. With an emphasis on finishing stronger this year, the Knights could have a shot at playing for 
the Region XXI title. Home games are played at the Flanagan Campus in Lincoln.



6

WOMEN’S SOCCER
Head Coach Jim McGirr 
401-333-7391 • hjmcgirr@ccri.edu

The CCRI women’s soccer team is making strides under third-year coach Jim McGirr, who hopes to 
lead the Knights back to the NJCAA Division I National Championship for the first time since 2009. The 
program launched in 1994 and has since amassed a record of 300-105-16, including 17 Region XXI cham-
pionships and a National Championship in 2002. Women’s soccer program has also produced a number of 
All-Americans, All-District and All-Region players. In addition to recognition in their sport, team members 
are recognized for their academic success more frequently than any other team on campus. Home games 
are played at the Flanagan Campus in Lincoln.
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CROSS COUNTRY
Head Coach Gregg Cornell 
401-333-7322 • gcornell@ccri.edu

The men’s and women’s cross country teams are among CCRI’s most consistent, top-achieving athletic pro-
grams. This year, the program returns to Division III following a long transition to D-I, led by 2011 National 
Champion and CCRI record-setter Bobby Allen. The standout runner set a D-III record in 2011 at Holy-
oke Community College with a time of 25 minutes, 23.46 seconds and a year later finished fifth at the D-I 
National Championships to become CCRI’s first D-I First Team Cross Country All-American. The men’s team 
has won six NJCAA Region XXI titles while several men’s and women’s runners have taken home NJCAA 
All-American, All-Region and All-Northeast honors. CCRI hosted the NJCAA Division III Cross Country 
National Championships in 2004 and 2008 at the Flanagan Campus in Lincoln, where the team competes for 
home meets.
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VOLLEYBALL
Head Coach Patrick Chin  
401-333-7318 • pchin1@ccri.edu

Second-year head coach Pat Chin hopes to lead the Knights back to the NJCAA Division II Volleyball 
National Championship Tournament for the first time since 2016. Last year, Chin led CCRI to 11 wins in 
a rebuilding year, laying the foundation to rejuvenate a program that boasts 20 NJCAA Region XXI titles, 
more than any other program at the college. Since 1976, the Knights are 729-361 in volleyball with sev-
eral NJCAA All-American, All-Region and All-District players throughout their history. Volleyball offers 
its players the opportunity to play against some of the top-rated programs in the nation, among them 
New Hampshire, Illinois and Maryland. The Lady Knights play their home games at the Flanagan Campus 
Field House in Lincoln.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
Head Coach Rick Harris 
401-825-2120 • rjharris@ccri.edu 

The Knights’ rich tradition in men’s basketball continued last season with an overall record of 28-4, 
which included a No. 5 ranking in the year-end NJCAA Division III poll. Throughout its history, the 
men’s basketball program has excelled under longtime head coach Rick Harris. Since its inception in 
1965, men’s basketball is 1,035-475 overall with 18 Region XXI championships. Several All-American 
and All-Regional players have transferred to D-I, D-II and D-III schools from CCRI. In 2012, the Knights 
enjoyed their best season, finishing 31-5 as NJCAA D-II National Championship runner-ups. This will be 
their second season in D-III, allowing them to rekindle many of the Region XXI rivalries they developed 
through the years. The Knights play their home games at the Vincent A. Cullen Field House at the Knight 
Campus in Warwick.
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Head Coach Doug Haynes
401-825-1131 • rdhaynes@ccri.edu 

A tremendous two-sport athlete during his era at CCRI, head coach Doug Haynes is back for his second 
season with the women’s basketball team after leading the Knights to 12 wins. CCRI is expected to im-
prove again in 2019-20 after Haynes’ team closed out last season with wins in five of its final eight regu-
lar-season games, a significant leap with a new coach at the helm. Overall, the Knights are 543-414 since 
1977-78 and have won 11 NJCAA Region XXI titles in addition to seven trips to the NJCAA National 
Tournament, including four Elite Eight appearances. Haynes hopes to move the team closer to its first D-II 
Tournament appearance since the 2012-13 season. The Knights play their home games at the Vincent A. 
Cullen Field House at the Knight Campus in Warwick.
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INDOOR AND OUTDOOR TRACK & FIELD
Head Coach Gregg Cornell 
401-333-7322 • gcornell@ccri.edu

CCRI’s men’s and women’s indoor and outdoor track teams participate in meets against four-year colleges 
throughout the northeast. Team members benefit from a high level of competition as they prepare for the 
NJCAA Northeast District Championships and Nationals. CCRI recently added another All-American to 
its ranks as Allison Lenox earned First Team All-American honors in the triple jump at the 2017 Nationals 
by winning the event with a leap of 10.21 meters, the first to earn that honor since Bobby Allen. In 2012, 
Allen won the 1,500- and 3,000-meter races and the mile run at the Nationals and also repeated in the 
3,000 and the mile a year later, becoming CCRI’s first back-to-back national champion in those events. Also 
in 2013, Allen took third in the 1,500 to earn his ninth All-American honor, the most by any CCRI runner. 
Head coach Gregg Cornell won NCAA Coach of the Year honors in 2012. The teams practice on both the 
Knight Campus in Warwick and Flanagan Campus in Lincoln.
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CLUB VOLLEYBALL
Head Coach Anne-Marie Balboni   
401-333-7315 • ajbalboni@ccri.edu

With men’s volleyball not offered as an NJCAA sport at CCRI, former women’s assistant coach Anne-Ma-
rie Balboni has turned the club program into one of the best in the northeast in just six seasons. In 2016, 
the Knights finished 25th in the Silver Division at the Division II National Collegiate Volleyball Federation 
National Championships in Kansas City and have appeared in the tournament five times in six seasons. The 
program continues to grow under Balboni’s leadership. 
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BASEBALL
Head Coach Kevin Rix 
401-825-2107 • kcrix@ccri.edu

The Knights hope to improve again in 2020 under third-year coach Kevin Rix, who guided the program 
to 27 wins last year, highlighted by the college’s first-ever trip to the NJCAA Division III World Series. 
The success of CCRI’s baseball program through the years has drawn Major League Baseball scouts 
from all areas to Whitey Fell Field at the Knight Campus in Warwick. The program is consistently ranked 
among the best in the nation at the Division II NJCAA level with 11 Region XXI titles in its history and 
has produced several successful major-league players, among them Rheal Cormier, Allen Levrault, Brad 
Hertzler and Tom Gavitt. Overall, the program is 1,151-485-3. Last year’s 27-win season included  
Anthony Ramos and Ben Sears earning All-American honors in addition to nine players qualifying for the 
All-Region XXI team. The Knights surged following an early-season slump in Florida, winning 24 of their 
final 29 games to earn a spot at the World Series in Tennessee. Each year, the Knights play a challenging 
schedule that includes fall games against collegiate competition and preseason games against colleges in 
Florida and North Carolina.   
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Head Coach Kim Warrington 
401-825-1244 • klwarrington@ccri.edu 

The Knights played another tough schedule in 2019, but finished with 11 wins despite falling short of a 
trip to the postseason. Since the program’s inception in 1980, softball has amassed a record of 443-390 
with 12 Region XXI victories. The Knights play a challenging schedule each year, beginning with Spring 
Training games against top-tier colleges in Florida before returning home to take on the best of the north-
east. This year, the Knights hope to make significant strides and perhaps earn their first district champion-
ship under fourth-year coach Kim Warrington, who brings a wealth of knowledge from her time at CCRI 
as a player and assistant coach. Home games are played at Winslow Field in Warwick, just a mile from the 
CCRI Knight Campus.

SOFTBALL
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CLUB SWIMMING
Head Coach Bob Bouchard 
rkbouchard@ccri.edu

For the first time since 2002, swimming returned to the club level at CCRI in 2019 and enjoyed remark-
able success in its first year back on campus. The season began at Harvard University in the New England 
Masters Swim Championships, where the Knights combined to break 16 school records. Josh Hernandez 
and Ryan Theriault each set three individual records and two relay records on the men’s side to account 
for half of the new records. Kelsey Treanor and Julianna Wright led the women with Treanor setting five 
individual records that day while Wright broke three existing records. Coach Bob Bouchard has similar 
goals this season with a team poised to set new records while continuing to develop the college’s existing 
talent.  
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ALL-AMERICAN 

Anthony Ramos 
Baseball
Anthony Ramos (Cranston, RI) had a 
stellar inaugural season for the Knights 
in centerfield and earned a spot on the 
NJCAA Division III Baseball All-Amer-
ican Second Team. Ramos played 38 
games in 2019 and led the Knights with 
a .416 batting average, which ranked 
him 50th in the nation. Providing non-
stop offense from the top of the order, 
Ramos boasted an impressive .549 
on-base percentage – 14th in the nation 
– and finished the season with 31 steals 
(6th in D-III) and a team-high 83 runs 
scored. Defensively, Ramos covered 
every blade of grass in centerfield and 
committed one error all season, finish-
ing with a stellar .983 fielding percent-
age. In addition to D-III All-American 
honors, Ramos earned a Region XXI 
Rawlings Gold Glove Award and Region 
XXI DIII All-Region First Team Award. 
He will return in 2020 for his sopho-
more season. 
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ALL-AMERICAN 

Ben Sears 
Baseball
Pitcher Ben Sears (East providence,RI) 
enjoyed a prolific first year for the Knights 
and earned NJCAA Division III Baseball 
All-American Third Team Honors. Sears 
dominated, earning eight wins in 11 
appearances, which ranked 13th in the 
nation. Sears led the team with 67 2/3 
innings pitched and struck out 99 batters, 
sixth best in D-III, and consistently kept 
batters off balance by effectively mixing 
his fastball with his off-speed pitches, 
averaging 13.2 strikeouts per nine innings, 
good enough for eighth in the nation. Sears 
finished the season with a 2.93 ERA and 
also earned Region XXI DIII All-Region First 
Team honors. The talented flamethrower 
will continue his college career in 2020 with 
Division I University of Houston, competing 
in the American Athletic Conference.
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ALL-AMERICAN 

Kat Raposo 
Women’s basketball
Co-Captain Kat Raposo (Warwick, RI), a 
two-sport start in both soccer and basket-
ball, was named an NJCAA Division II Third 
Team All-American for the first time in her 
career following a successful sophomore 
season in softball. Raposo led the Knights 
in scoring (17.2 points per game) and steals 
(2.8) while shooting 46 percent from the 
field and averaging an additional 3.0 assists 
per game. As a sophomore, Raposo scored 
in double-figures in 21 of the 25 games she 
played, which included nine games scoring 
20 or more points and two in which she 
surpassed the 30-point plateau. She also 
finished with two double-doubles, including 
a 28-point, 10-rebound performance against 
Gateway Community College in November 
and a 19/13 stat line against UConn-Avery 
Point in December. Raposo saved her best 
for the postseason after two starters went 
down due to injury. In the Region XV/XXI 
Tournament semifinals, she finished with a 
career-high 32 points in a win over Orange 
County Community College and then 
poured in 30 points with six rebounds, six 
assists and a pair of steals in the champion-
ship victory over Sullivan County.

ALL-AMERICAN 
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Best of Luck
to The Class of  2019

Medical Knitted Structures Inc.

401.722.6700

St. Germain’s
WAREHOUSE CO., INC.

Transportation and Warehouse Services
P.O. Box 116  •   1 Privilege Street

Woonsocket, RI 02895

1-800-533-1161
FAX: 401-762-5176

Dan’s Management Company




