
Opening Day Convocation
September 4, 2007

Bobby Hackett Theatre
Knight Campus, Warwick

7:45 a.m.            Continental breakfast   Great Hall

8:20  a.m.          Guests move to theatre 

8:45 a.m.   Introduction of president  Kate Dunnigan, Chair, Social Sciences;  
       Chair, Governance Committee

   Welcome    Ray Di Pasquale, President 

    Greetings     The Honorable Frank Caprio 
       Chairman, RI Board of Governors for Higher Education

   Introduction of guests  Ray Di Pasquale

   Vice president’s remarks Lela Morgan

   Vice president’s remarks Bob Shea

           

   Introduction of    Lela Morgan 
   new employees   Bob Shea 
       Ray Di Pasquale 

   State of the College report Ray Di Pasquale  

    

10 a.m.    Presentation on   Hunter Boylan and Barbara Bonham  
   Developmental Education: 
   Best Practices

11 a.m.    Adjourn 

graduating in 1972. Vito, a 
father of six, is a widower.

Carla R. White
Assistant Professor
English
White has recently spent 18 
months overseas teaching 
English – six months in Tallinn, 
Estonia, and a year in Prague, 
Czech Republic. At CCRI she 
will teach reading courses. 
She holds a B.A. in humanities 
and literature from Wheelock 
College and a M.A. in 
education from URI. White 
is a Rhode Island native and 
enjoys travel, reading and 
keeping up on current affairs. 
She holds an ESL certification 
and volunteers her time with 
the Reading Development 
program at Crossroads in 
Providence.

Paul White
Assistant Professor
Physics
White most recently worked 
as a postdoctoral researcher 
for two years at the Institute 
of Geology and Geophysics 
at the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences in Beijing. He is a 
member of the Geological 
Society of America and 
will teach geology and 
oceanography at CCRI. 
White earned his B.S. from 
Acadia University, his M.S. at 
URI and his Ph.D. at Louisiana 
State University.

Mark Zellers
Assistant Professor
Art
Zellers has been a full-time 
adjunct faculty member at 
CCRI for six years. In his 
new permanent post he is 
responsible for maintaining 
the ceramics studio and 
instructing in a range of 
classes. He earned a B.F.A. at 
the University of Wisconsin 
and an M.F.A. at UMass-
Dartmouth. Zellers originally 
hails from Two Harbors, 
Minn., which he says you can 
find on most maps. He is 
a member of the National 
Council on Education for 
the Ceramics Arts, the Fuller 
Craft Museum and the South 
County Art Association. He 
fishes for relaxation, and has 
a deep interest in making and 
studying art.

Administration  
and Staff

Elizabeth Anderson
Library Assistant
Learning Resource 
Center
After two years of part-
time temporary work as an 
operator in the CCRI call 
center, Anderson moved in 
September into the LRC 
at the Newport County 
Campus, where she is 
responsible for staffing the 

circulation desk, processing 
billing, general office tasks 
and supervising student 
help. Prior to coming to 
CCRI, Anderson worked 
for 15 years as a nanny 
and a preschool teacher 
for 15 years. She is active 
in her church, teaching 
and organizing community 
service efforts. She enjoys 
yoga, reading, gardening and 
traveling with her husband.

 Timothy Chace
Semi-skilled Laborer
Physical Plant
Chace began working in 
Warwick in January 2007. He 
resides in Warren.

Kristen L. Cyr
Public Relations Officer
Marketing & 
Communications
Cyr joined the college in 
March 2007, transitioning to 
public relations after spending 
more than a dozen years in 
journalism, most recently 
as editor of the North East 
Independent, a local weekly 
newspaper that she was hired 
to launch eight years ago. 
She has earned numerous 
accolades for writing, design 
and editing from state and 
regional press associations, 
as well as several community 
recognition awards. Cyr 
is responsible for raising 
awareness of the college and 
its programs through media 
relations as well as writing 
and editing for various college 
publications. She teaches 
journalism to undergraduates 
as an adjunct at URI, which 
is where she completed her 
own B.A. degree. She lives 
in Providence and enjoys 
reading, travel, photography 
and scrapbooking.

Linda Ferguson
Pre-audit
Payroll
Ferguson began her role at 
the college in November 
2006. She is a Johnston 
resident.

Pamela Forleo
Clerk Typist
Music/Foreign 
Languages
After several months as a 
temporary employee, Forleo 
began her permanent position 
providing administrative 
support to the music and 
foreign language departments 
in May 2007. She is a West 
Warwick resident and her 
husband, Steven Forleo, is a 
faculty member at the college.

Sharon Hoffman
Director of Adult 
Education & Literacy
Lifelong Learning
Sharon Hoffman recently 
returned to CCRI after a two 
year stint at The Education 
Partnership as director of RI 

scholars, prior to which she 
worked at CCRI for four 
years as the coordinator of 
the GEENA Project. In her 
current capacity, Hoffman 
manages adult education 
programs including GED 
preparation and ESL, both 
at the college and on-site 
at employer-sponsored 
programs. She also serves 
an important function as 
a liaison to community 
agencies, businesses and 
government on matters of 
literacy. Hoffman supervises a 
staff of eight plus more than 
two dozen instructors. She 
was CCRI’s 2004 Employee 
of the Year and chaired 
the 2004 Professional 
Development Day. She 
earned her B.A. from Case 
Western Reserve University 
and a M.S.W. from Rutgers 
University. She lives in East 
Greenwich and has two sons 
– one lives in Maine and the 
other is a college student in 
Maryland. She enjoys travel 
and learning ballroom dancing.

Deanna Holt
Fiscal Clerk
Accounts Payable
Holt started work in January 
at CCRI. She lives in Johnston.

Carol Marzilli
Information Services 
Technician
English
Marzilli, a Warwick resident, 
began her new position in the 
English Department effective 
July 2007.

Kenneth McCabe
Director
Physical Plant
McCabe is responsible for 
overseeing the operations of 
the physical plant department 
at the Flanagan Campus. 
He started at the college in 
October 2006. McCabe lives 
in Plainville.

Maura McConahay
Lead Programmer/
Analyst
Information Technology
McConahay is a Cranston 
resident and began working 
at the Knight Campus in 
October 2006.

Annmarie McMahon
Assistant Business 
Manager
Business Office
After six years as director 
of finance for the Rhode 
Island Public Transit Authority, 
McMahon joined CCRI in 
September 2006. Her primary 
duty is to assist the business 
manager in developing and 
monitoring the college’s 
operating budget. McMahon 
holds a B.A. from Fairfield 
University and a M.A. from 
Brown University, both 
in economics. She lives in 
Cranston.

Robert Morgan
Information Services 
Technician
Information Technology
Morgan is a resident of 
Lakeville and began working 
at the Knight Campus in 
September 2006.

Shelly Olausen
Coordinator
Disability Services for 
Students
Olausen has been with CCRI 
since 1999 in part-time 
and grant-funded positions. 
She is now responsible 
for the direct oversight 
of documentation and 
accommodation for students 
with disabilities, training 
and awareness for faculty 
and staff, ensuring ADA 
compliance, and assisting 
students in developing self-
advocacy skills. Prior to 
coming to CCRI, Olausen 
taught in the Bevard County, 
Fla., school system. She has 
a B.A. from the University of 
Iowa and a B.S. in education 
from Augsburg College, and 
is originally from Plymouth, 
Minn. She maintains 
membership in several 
professional organizations 
and volunteers with the 
American Cancer Society 
and Girl Scouts of RI. She 
enjoys travel and yoga.

Amanda Pestana
Personnel Assistant
Human Resources
Pestana began work as a 
temp in the HR department 
in 2004 and is now a full-
time staffer. She is the 
first face people see in 
the department, providing 
administrative support at 
the front desk and assisting 
the HR staff in day-to-day 
office duties. Pestana enjoys 
reading, volunteering and 
spending time with family.

Marcus Reilly
Admissions Officer
Enrollment Services
Reilly is no stranger to 
CCRI – he’s been part of 
the athletics department 
as both women’s basketball 
head coach and a Student 
Athlete Academic Success 
Program adviser since 
2006, returning to the 
college after a brief stint at 
Jacksonville State University, 
where he was the recruiting 
coordinator and assistant 
coach. Reilly previously 
served as CCRI women’s 
basketball head coach from 
2001 through 2003. In May, 
Reilly was named 2007 
CCRI Coach of the Year. 
His new role in admissions 
began in April 2007, and he 
will continue in his coaching 
role as well. He holds a 
B.A. in public policy from 
Trinity College and lives 

in Cranston with his wife, 
Lindsey, and son, Owen.

Justin Reynolds
Housekeeper
Physical Plant
Reynolds, a West Warwick 
resident, began working 
at the Knight Campus in 
February 2007.

Tasha Roberts
Coordinator
Lifelong Learning
Roberts worked at Gibbs 
College as a career services 
specialist before coming 
to CCRI in June 2007. She 
now coordinates training for 
clients of Lifelong Learning’s 
Workforce Training & 
Corporate Education arm. 
She earned her B.A. at URI.

Bob Shea
Vice President 
Business Affairs
Shea comes to CCRI after 
retirement as a captain from 
a 25-year career with the 
U.S. Navy, during which he 
traveled extensively around 
the world and lived in eight 
states. His most recent 
post as a faculty member 
at the Naval War College 
in Newport led him to 
put down roots in Rhode 
Island, near his hometown 
of Boston. He is responsible 
for overseeing more than 
200 employees in multiple 
departments throughout 
the college. Shea holds a 
B.S. from Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy, a M.A. 
from the Naval War College 
and a M.B.A. from the 
College of William and Mary. 
He and his wife of 22 years 
have two teenage sons and 
live in Barrington. Shea is 
active in the Barrington 
Boosters Club and enjoys 
sports, including sailing and 
biking.

Carl Toft
Controller
Business Affairs
Toft spent seven years as 
director of internal audit 
with the RI Office of Higher 
Education before joining 
CCRI in October 2006. He 
is responsible for financial 
reporting, cash management, 
payroll and the bursar’s 
office at the college. Toft is a 
C.P.A. and holds a B.A. from 
Harvard and a M.B.A. from 
Baldwin-Wallace College. He 
is an avid Patriots fan and a 
history buff; he also enjoys 
kayaking and biking. He and 
his wife, a CCRI alumna, have 
one son.

Linda Vincent
Information 
Technologist
Information Technology
Vincent, a Coventry resident, 
began work at the Warwick 
campus in June 2006.




